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Arts & Entertainment

A weekly guide to music, theater, art, movies and more, edited by Robyn Israel

Perer Madsen

A new film by
Palo Altans
Gunnar and

Peter Madsen

documents a
Russian village
where disabled

people live
and thrive

IT TAKES A_ =

A view of Avrovo, a neighboring village situ-
ated across the Syaff River in northwestern
Russia. Svetlana, shown in the foreground,
has a dairy farm and also boasts doll and
wood workshops.

by Robyn Israel

n Norse mythology there is a story about a ferocious

wolf — the fennris — who threatened 1o swallow

the world. Thor, the god of thunder, could not defeat

him, despite the use of his mighty hammer. Nor

could any of the other gods. Finally, the task fell to
Vidar, whose power came not from a sword or hammer
but rather from his shoes, which were made from lefi-
over scraps. Vidar put his foot into the wolf's mouth
and pushed his jaw wide open, causing the fennris to
eat himself.

Vidardisen, a village in Norway where disabled people
live and work together with community volunteers, is
named after that heroic Norse God. The name is highly
appropriate, says Palo Alto native Peter Madsen, who
spent three years working as a volunteer at Vidardsen.

“There can still be light in the woﬁd if humanity
chooses 1o bear the so-called scraps. " he says. 'Thcy

Funded by a local foundation, the $20,000 documen-
tary marked Gunnar's first stab at d:recung and produc-
ing a film. A professional musicianjand a fodnding

member of the a cappella group the Bobs (be, along
with songwriting partner Ruchm’d Greéh
Grammy nomination in 1984), G
experience with film had been
had made for the Palo Alto San
until 1998 was managed by

During his 10-day stay,
the villagers are in all a
ing potatoes 1o sitting
carnest children, they
ing on picnics or g
“They talk aboy
says Gunnar, no
body smile and
of the

make it clear that the rest of us “normal,” intell

and efficient people are rather handicapped soctally.
Madsen says. “We manage to do a lot of things, but we
don't manage to live together well.”

Afler Vidardsen, Madsen volunteered at Svetlana, a
Russian farm community %0 miles east of St. Petersburg
which, like its Norwegian counterpart, gives mentally
disabled people the chance to live and work
Established in 1992, the village is the first of its kind i in
Russia and is the subject of a new documentary by Mad-
sen's brother Gunnar. Entitled “Svetlana Village: The
Camphill Experience in Russia,” the film will screen on
Sunday at the Jewish Community Center in Palo Alto, as
part of the annual Russian/American festival.

Filmed last August over 10 days, “Svetlana Village"
profiles one hectic week during the farm's harvest. All
the crops, including 40 tons of potatoes, must be brought
in, and a surprise invitation from the farmer’s market
offers them their first chance in their five-year history to
sell their produce openly without mafia intervention,
Overwhelmed, they ask for help from the local villages.
Students from schools are given leave to help with the
harvest, and neighbors pitch in with phenomenal gen-
erosity.

Page 10 * Friday, June 8, 2001 = Palo Alto Weekly

“It was beautiful'18
harvesting, pickling, lookih af!
ly warm gratitude was
went by where you d
day."

Disabled people in B
two options: living %
institutio

and love for hcr child,”" Madsen says.
Madsen first learned about Vidardsen in college. by
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Clockwise: Peter
adsen (left) and a
srwegian stiudent

help build Svetlana s
roof cellar; German
fiddler Veronika De-

Viries, guitarist Peter

Madsen and villager
Lena vanova, seen
playing the trian
collaborate af a com
muniry folk dance;
micaltimes ar Svetlana
are considered a daily
celebration,

reading a book by University of Oslo criminology
professor Nils Christie. Fascinated by the place,
Madsen decided to visit the Norwegian village
while traveling through Europe after graduating
from Evergreen State College. Nervous at first
about interacting with disabled people, Madsen's
fears melted when he was led through the village.

“You come 1o a setting where the people aren’t
disabled,” Madsen recalls. “They're villagers. And

re’s no stigma associated with that. 1 realized this
isn't a camp or institution. They're creating a mod-
em form of a village community.”

Madsen fell in love with the place and stayed
three years, becoming proficient in organic farming
practices. In 1996, he moved on 1o Svetlana t ]
the fledgling village in its development. He st
there five years, retumning to the Bay Area this year

Oksana Gregareva (left) and Julia Sosyedova (he plans to relocate with his family later this sum
proudly show off two of the dolls manufactured mer to Camphill e LLS.A., o sitmlar facility in
at Svetlana. upstate New York).

The Film, Madsen says, is being used o raise
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Village

{continued from previous pagel

funds for Svetl which reg
$3,000 per month 1o operate. The
current fund-raising drive is an at-
tempt to establish a million-dollar
supporting fund, the interest of
which would provide Svetlana with
enough money to cover running
costs, as well as a capital contin-
gency fund.

There are almost 100 schools, vil-
lages and farms bearing the Cam-
phill name in 20 countries, includ-
ing the United States (the nearest
one is sitwated in Soquel, which was
set up four years ago). The model
was begun by Dr. Karl Koenig, an
Austrian pediatrician and educator
who fled the Nazis in 1939 and set-
tled in Scotland. There, on an estate
named Camphill, he began a com-
munity for developmentally disabled
children.

Svetlana now has 14 villagers
ranging in age from 18 to 34, most
of whom hail from the surrounding
region; a couple are from Ukraine
and Uzbekistan. Ten co-workers live
with them, representing a variety of
countries. Despite primitive condi-
tions - the place reminded Gunnar of
pioneers in the Old West who had
Just stepped off their Conestoga
WAgoNs — a joyous spirit pervades
the place,

And after Gunnar's trip to Russin -
his first ever - he came to fully un-
derstand what had taken his brother
halfway around the world to such a
distant place.

“I'd wondered if he'd gone on
some missionary hinge." Gunnar
says. “But when | witnessed whit
was going on, | saw how he got
sucked in. The challenges there are
so immediate, and the villagers are
having such a good time. How could
you leave? Not out of guilt, but
there's so much to accomplish, |
could see how infectious it was."

About the cover:

Several of Svetlana's villagers
take a break from their farm du-
ties.

What: “Svetiana Village: The Cam-
phill Experience,” a film by Gunnar
and Pater Madsan. A Q & A with
Peter Madsen will foliow the screen-

ng

Where: The Albert L. Schultz Jew-
ish Community Center, 655
Arastradero Rd. in Palo Alto. The
screaning will take place in the
community room,

When: 12:30 p.m, Sunday

Cost: Admission is free, but dona-
tions are encouraged.

Info: Call (850) 493-8268 or visit
www.camphilisvetiana.org

“Celabration at the Rim,” a gala

on Oct. 21 at 7:30 p.m. al the
Herbst Theatre 401 Van Ness Ave.
in San Francisco. The performance
will feature mternationally acclamed
mezzo- Frederica von

Waiking

Heggie. Metropolitan Opera stars
Anna Netrebko, Dwayne Croft and
Paul Groves will also perfarm, Ticket
purchases are tax-deductible. For
mare information call (415) 387-
1148 or e-mail kteavar@pacbell. nef
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